354 


PROGRESS OP MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


OBSTETRICS. 


UNDER THE CHARGE OF 

EDWARD P. DAVIS, A.M., M.D., 

PROFESSOR OP OBSTETRICS IN THE JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE; PROFESSOR OP OBSTETRICS AND 
DISEASES OP INFANCY- IN THE PHILADELPHIA POLYCLINIC; CLINICAL PROFESSOR 
OP DISEASES OF CHILDREN IN THE WOMAN’S MEDICAL COLLEGE: VISITING 
OBSTETRICIAN TO THE PHILADELPHIA HOSPITAL, ETC. 


Asphyxia from Enlarged Thyroid.—In the British Medical Journal, June 
6,1903, MacDonald reports the case of an infant suffering at birth from 
profound asphyxia, which passed off under treatment by rhythmic traction 
on the tongue and other methods. On examination it was found that both 
lobes of the thyroid were enlarged, each the size of a large marble, while the 
isthmus was the size of an adult little finger. As respiration was difficult, 
tracheotomy was attempted. The congestion of veins surrounding the thyroid 
was so great that it was impossible to reach the trachea below the isthmus. 
The child died while the isthmus was ligated and divided. 

Labor occurred at eight months, and polyhydramnios was present. Ex¬ 
tension of the head was limited by the tightness of the skin over the swelling. 

The mother had two children, each born at about eight months. There 
was no history of syphilis. From the second month until labor she had taken 
chlorate of potassium and iron to prevent a miscarriage. 

Fracture of the Clavicle in the Fastus Occurring after Spontaneous 
Labor.—Muue (Centralblattfur Qijnakologie, No. 23, 1903) has found in 1200 
children born in a maternity hospital 18 cases of fracture of the clavicle, and 
in another series of 500, 4 cases. This gives a percentage from 1.5 to 1.3. He 
found no case of double fracture of the clavicle. 

Among the mothers, nine were primipane and thirteen multipart. Com¬ 
parison with other statistics shows that the accident is twice as frequent with 
, multipart as with primipane. 

The right clavicle was fractured in 14 cases; the left in 8. So far as the 
presentation of the foetus was concerned, in 15 cases the anterior collar-bone 
was broken, and in 3 the posterior. The position of the foetus was more 
frequently the first, the relation between the first and second being 9 to G. 

The children were usually large. Only one of them was of average 
weight. The accident occurs twice as frequently in male children as with 
female. 

So far as the pelvis was concerned, it was justominor in 3 cases, and in 2 of 
these the child was delivered by forceps. In all there were five forceps’ de¬ 
livery among these cases. The percentage of frequency in cases delivered by 
forceps was 8.3. In 5 cases the extraction of the shoulders was difficult, 
and the children were of excessive size. In 4 cases the shoulders were 
expelled without assistance. 

The fracture was always situated in the middle third of the bone. Only 
once was the fracture incomplete, and all cases recovered with the formation 
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of large callus. The injury gave so few symptoms that it was not discov¬ 
ered without direct examination. The children moved the arm as well as on 
the uninjured aide. Excessive abduction only was difficult. The children 
were not especially disturbed by the fracture. They could he washed and 
dressed with no more disturbance than usual, and the fracture was never de¬ 
tected by a nurse. There was no deformity of the shoulder, no extravasation 
of blood, and very little depression at the point of fracture. The most signifi¬ 
cant symptom was crepitation, which was readily elicited. When the peri¬ 
osteum was not torn crepitation and abnormal movement were obtained with 
difficulty. 

These fractures recovered in typical manner, large and firm callus form¬ 
ing in one or two weeks. One fracture was unhealed ten days after the injury, 
but healed firmly in two weeks when the arm was immobilized. 

Treatment was unnecessary, but nurses were instructed to avoid excessive 
motion of the arm. If a firm callus did not immobilize the fracture in one 
week a bandage was applied. 

The question naturally arises, How does fracture of the clavicle occur in 
vertex presentation ? Usually through improper manipulation by someone ‘ 
who endeavors to assist the mother. The writer doubts whether the fracture 
always happens at the moment of birth. He believes rather that the acci¬ 
dent occurs while the child is passing through the cavity of the pelvis. 

During the operation of version and extraction fracture of the clavicle 
occurs in 6 per cent, of cases. 

Frequency and Diagnosis of Twin Pregnancies.— Seegebt {ZeUschrift 
/. Geburtshiil/e -und Gyna&ologie, 1903, Band xlix., Heft 2) contributes an inter¬ 
esting paper upon this subject from the records of Olsbausen’s clinic in 
Berlin. 

In 15,977 births twins occurred in 233, or 1 in 68.6 births. In the great 
majority of cases pregnancy had advanced a little beyond the eighth month. 

A positive diagnosis before labor was made in 43.3 percent. In nearly all 
cases the presentation of the twins was stated. Both presented by the vertex 
in 46 per cent. In 34 per cent, one child was in vertex and one in breech 
presentation. In 8 per cent, both children were in breech presentation, and 
in 8 per cent, one child presented by the vertex and one transversely, and 
in 4 per cent, one child was in breech presentation and one in transverse 
presentation. 

In 67.3 per cent, the children were of the same sex; in 32.7 per cent., of 
unlike sex. In 75:4 per cent, the twins were duovular, and in 24.6 per cent, 
they were uniovular. 

So far as obstetric operations went in these cases, they were necessary in 
41.6 per cent Of these, the forceps was used in 51 per cent., extraction 
alone in 35 per cent., and version and extraction in 23 per cent. Complica¬ 
tions occurred in a considerable percentage of cases. Of these, most 
frequent was eclampsia, in 12.88 per cent.; next was hemorrhage, in 11.16 
per cent. 

In making the diagnosis more reliance was placed upon the detection of 
three great fatal parts by palpation. Next in value as a diagnostic sign was 
the recognition of two heart sounds. Ahlfeld’s sign, which consists in meas- 



